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Patty O’Reilly

Artistic Director, Sonoma Ballet Conservatory

Sonoma, California

Patty received her teaching certificate from the Royal Academy of Dance (RAD) and completed the Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced Executant Examinations with the RAD after extensive training with Katie Heil, a graduate of the Royal Ballet School’s Teacher Training Program in London, England. Her performing experience includes Oakland Ballet, Santa Clara Ballet and Khadra International Dance Theatre.

Patty previously served as Artistic Director of Vallejo Ballet Conservatory, which she established in 1993. Her students have been accepted into the most prestigious dance programs both locally and nationally, including Royal Ballet School/Antwerp, American Ballet Theatre, Boston Ballet, Joffrey Ballet, LinesBallet, The Ailey School, San Francisco Conservatory of Dance, Atlanta Ballet, Kaatsbaan Extreme Ballet, Colorado Ballet and Orlando Ballet. In addition, two of Patty’s students have been semi-finalists in the Adeline Génée Dance Awards, the most prestigious competition for RAD-trained dancers.

Patty has been Artistic Director of Sonoma Ballet since 2004.

Jonathan Burnett

Independent Ballet Instructor

Edinburgh, Scotland

Mr. Burnett began dancing at age 6 in the required dance classes at his Primary School in Scotland.  By age 11, he was selected for the Royal Ballet School in London by audition.  At age 16, he studied at the Hammond Ballet School in Chester where he was heavily influenced by Allen Hooper, a Royal Academy of Dance instructor.  Between the ages of 18-24, he danced with The Irish National Ballet, choreographing some of their repertoire.  At the time, the Irish National Ballet was considered a “maverick” dance company, and Burnett was a ground-breaking member. At 25, Burnett joined the Amsterdam production of CATS playing the role of Mr. Mistofeles and Pouncival the tap-dancing cat.  After a 2-year run with CATS, he relentlessly pursued the Lindsey Kemp Dance Company and received a spot on the cast.  Burnett describes his teaching style as “disciplined, with an eye for detail, but tempered with a wry sense of humor.” 

Brooke Byrne

Artistic Director, Khadra International Dance Company, 

San Francisco, California

Ms. Byrne came to the Bay Area in 1986 after graduating from Bard College in upstate New York with a double major in Theater and Dance.  She danced professionally in England and in San Francisco, where she danced for various modern and ethnic dance companies, including Khadra International Dance Theatre.  She began as a “corps de ballet” dancer with Khadra and worked her way up to Artistic Director.  Khadra International Dance Theatre choreographs and performs ethnic dance styles from many different cultures.  

Sara Ayala

Independent Flamenco Instructor

East Bay, California

Sara Ayala was born in Los Angeles, California.  Her study of Hispanic dance began there with classes in Mexican Folkloric, Spanish classical and Flamenco dance.  After moving to the Bay Area, she became a featured soloist with Los Flamencos de la Bodega at the Old Spaghetti Factory, Cruz Luna's Ole, Ole Flamenco Dance Company, Rosa Montoya's Bailes Flamencos, The Flamenco Society of San Jose and Theatre Flamenco of San Francisco. She was co-founder of Flamenco Vivo, which performed throughout Northern California.  In Spain and in the U.S., she has studied with some of the great masters of Flamenco Dance including Ciro, Manolo Marin, Angelita Vargas, Jose Galvan and Concha Vargas.  Sara has taught children, university students, and adults in locations throughout the East Bay for over thirty years.

Lisa Tateosian

Independent Dancer/Choreographer

Bay Area, California

Lisa Tateosian has been teaching at Sonoma Ballet Conservatory for several years. A native of the Bay Area, Lisa began her dance training at The Ballet School in Walnut Creek, studying Ballet and Jazz throughout her youth.  Lisa studied Modern Dance at the University of Pacific and Mills College, from where she graduated with a BA in Fine Arts. Her dance experience includes Dance Brigade, Khadra International Dance Theatre, Ballet Afsaneh, Dance Outre, and Jennifer Kilfoil and Dancers.  Her teaching credentials includes Berkeley Ballet Theatre, California Theatre Arts, and California Ballet Academy, and also working as a Teaching Artist in public schools through Khadra, Performing Arts Workshops, and Julia Morgan Theater. In 2007, Lisa received her MA in Educational Theatre from New York University.  She continues to perform and choreograph for theatre companies around the Bay Area.  

Anne Woltering

Independent Yoga Instructor

Bay Area, California

A certified massage therapist for 17 years, Anne Woltering studied extensively the healing arts of yoga and meditation.  She recently completed a 200-hour Yoga Teacher Training at the Stress Management Center of Marin, and considers herself both a skilled and compassionate teacher, who enjoys instructing all ages and levels.  Anne finds her greatest joy in serving her students, helping them to be the very best they can be.

561 Broadway, Suite B, Sonoma, California 95476                    Phone: (707) 938-1424                 email: info@sonomaballet.com
561 Broadway, Suite B, Sonoma, California 95476                    Phone: (707) 938-1424                 email: info@sonomaballet.com

